curious that over 30 pages are allocated to insulinomas and virtually the same to all the other gastrointestinal and pancreatic endocnne tumours.
As I have already hinted, the only major omission that I can find is the limited reference to the use of octreoscan as a diagnostic agent, which in Europe has become an essential part of the modern diagnostic protocol for the investigation of neuroendocrine cancers. However, this can clearly be updated in future editions, as I am sure this will reach a second edition. Furthermore, in a future edition a little more emphasis could be included on the non-surgical therapies of these cancers. Who is going to buy this book? Reference libraries should consider this a must, and it will certainly be purchased by oncologists, endocrinologists and surgical oncologists with an interest in thyroid and endocrine cancers. However, the general oncologist is probably not going to have this on his shelf. It is also unfortunate that within the next year there is going to be a rival European book published which is likely to cover the same ground. However, it may well be that the volumes are complementary rather than directly rivalling each other.
In conclusion, this is an excellent book which plugs a gap that needed filling. It is a must for the reference library and a must for those rare oncologists who have a particular interest in endocrine malignancies. This is the third volume in the series of reviews highlighting growth areas in haematological oncology aimed at both clinicians and research workers. The editors set themselves a very difficult task in accepting such a wide remit and by and large achieve a lot. However, such review texts become rather piecemeal and lack the continuity of a monograph or text committed to a specific topic. Consequently, in this volume there is something for everyone but no topic is fully covered, e.g. the epidemiology and viral aetiology of lymphomas are included, but these are not put into the context of clinical manifestation, immunophenotyping or pathology. For the clinician reviewing a topic or for the hard-pressed examination candidate multiple texts are thus required, while the researcher is more likely to find value in the bibliographies and hence the original papers.
NS
Those critical comments are applicable to all such texts and must not detract from the well-written individual contributions, all by respected authorities in their field. Cartwright and McNally's Epidemiology of Non-Hodgkin's Lymphomas is an excellent reference source, although so many large tables make it difficult for the reader. I was confused by the comment that 'no clear geographical associations emerged' in childhood NHL and then the discussion of Burkitt's lymphoma, for which there is a very characteristic geographical variation. There were many other intriguing items of interest which, as the authors suggest, do really warrant further research. Onions has produced a very fine and comprehensive overview of the viral aetiology of lymphoid malignancies, as has Myrtle Gordon on the stromal microenvironment. The stroma is a complex area to study but represents a real growing point of haematological research, and this is a timely review of the subject. The back-to-back chapters on myeloma therapy are especially helpful to the practitioner deciding on therapy for an individual patient, and in particular Diana Sampson's final recommendations are clear and very useful. Peripheral blood stem cell transplantation is very much the flavour of the month, for obvious reasons, but with the available growth factors changing so rapidly texts such as this one inevitably become
